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Discovering American Culture
Cheryl L. Delk

Earthbound and Discovering American Culture are part of
Alliance: the University of Michigan textbook series of
theme-based content instruction for ESL/EFL. The series is
designed principally for postsecondary programs. The theme-
based approach integrates language skills, grammar, vocabu-
lary, and cognitive skills into the study of a particular subject
area. One of the goals of the series is to use authentic mate-
rial whenever possible. While much of the information was
kept in its original form, some of the authentic texts were
adapted to match the language ability of the intended audi-
ence. A separate teacher’s manual provides detailed explana-
tions for those who may want more guidance for teaching the
course. The student book asks students to review the content
objectives at the beginning and at the end of each chapter.
Important language points are explained in detail in “lan-
guage boxes,” which give teachers the option to cover the
material in class or to leave the information as reference for
students to study on their own. Each chapter has an opening
activity to get students thinking about the topic. There is a
look behind/look ahead section that summarizes past and
succeeding chapters for recycling of information and vocabu-
lary. There is a vocabulary development section as well. Ac-
companying cassettes are also available.

Topics in the title Earthbound include Defining Geography,
Geographer’s Tools, The Earth and Its Neighbors, The Earth
in Stories, The Earth in Motion, The Land, The Water, and
Weather and Climate.

1997, 189 pages

ISBN 0-472-08375-9

Topics in the title Discovering American Culture include Tak-
ing Off: A First Look at Culture, Speaking Out: How Ameri-
cans Communicate, Shopping Around: Consumerism in the
United States, Hitting the Books: The American Education
System, Earning a Living: The American Workplace, and
Getting Along: Family Life in the United States.

1997, 131 pages

ISBN 0-472-08359-7
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Letter Writing in English
Anna Maria Malkoc

This is a simple collection of 34 sample letters illustrating formats, expressions,
and vocabulary commonly used for writing social letters (apologies, condolences,
congratulations, invitations, thank-yous) and business letters (acknowledgments,
applications, complaints, invitations, orders, requests). Most models include both
formal and informal styles. Appended are a page of postcard greetings, a glossary,
and U. S. zip code abbreviations.

26 pages

Experiencing English
Dean Curry

This book has 12 units consisting of very short, simple readings that focus on the
people in the illustrations. Exercises are based on a 1,000-word vocabulary. They
use the present, present progressive, present perfect, and past tenses, and provide
for grammar and communicative language practice.

60 pages

The Great Preposition Mystery
Lin Lougheed

Using a mystery story as the vehicle, this thoroughly revised edition of The Great
Preposition Mystery provides an interesting study and review of preposition
usage within a contextual setting. Challenging cloze passages, fill-in-the-blanks,
and other problem-solving activities are based on the story line, on the pho-
tographs, and on other graphics that illustrate the content. Many exercises may be
used separately to supplement other textbook lessons. Answer keys are appended.
80 pages

Reference Guide to English
Alice Maclin

This handy reference explains points of grammar for the nonnative speaker. Mate-
rial is presented in an alphabetical listing by topic for easy reference. Materials
are presented in a graded format, working up to the more difficult levels of com-
plexity. It is comprehensive in nature, using traditional approaches to grammar
and written English for the nonnative speaker. The focus is on the written form of
American English, although explanations of colloquial forms are common
throughout. This book is indexed.

404 pages

All books on this page are only available outside the United States
through offices of the United States Information Service (USIS).
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