FOUNDATION COURSE:
BUILDING TEACHING SKILLS THROUGH THE INTERACTIVE WEB, A SURVEY OF RESOURCES
AND TOOLS FOR ONLINE AND F2F ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING (WEB SKILLS)

UNIVERSITY OF OREGON, COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES, AMERICAN ENGLISH INSTITUTE

Course Overview

Participants in this course deepen their understanding of the theory and applied use of CALL
principles and practices in the EFL classroom. The course models innovative online teaching
practices, enables participants to understand and use appropriate technology to enhance learning
outcomes for their students, and offers opportunities to share real-world applications of technology
tools and practices. The course provides educators with support and problem-solving mechanisms
as they implement technology into their own teaching or educational contexts.

Learning Objectives
By the end of this course, participants will be able to:

* Discuss behavior-based learning objectives, learning styles, learner autonomy, teaching
large classes, the one-computer classroom, and a variety of assessment techniques, and then
explain how they could apply or adapt these concepts to meet their own needs.

* Use search tools, skill-building websites, project-based learning, and online teacher
resources, and then explain how they could adapt these for their own purposes.

* Develop a formal “action plan” for incorporating technology into their teaching or class
preparation in at least one new way and share their project reports with the group.

Course Scope and Sequence
Week 1: Introductions and orientation to the course. Creating an academic blog.
Week 2: Writing clear behavioral learning objectives.

Week 3: Oral/aural skill-building websites. Search tools & effective web searching; social
bookmarking.

Week 4: Reading/writing websites and technology-enhanced lesson plans.
Week 5: Project-based learning with WebQuests; rubrics for assessment.
Week 6: Student-centered large classes. Innovative use of PowerPoint, student engagement.

Week 7: Learner autonomy and the one-computer classroom. Using mobile devices for
language learning.

Week 8: Teacher resources & online tools for enhancing learning. Draft of technology-enhanced
research project reports to peer reviewers for feedback.

Week 9: Using technology to address multiple intelligences & learning styles. Final technology-
enhanced research project report due.

Week 10: Assessing levels of technology integration; course evaluation & wrap-up.
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Course Requirements for Certificate of Completion

This class is Pass/No Pass. Participants must satisfactorily complete the course final project and all
course work with a final score of 70-100% to receive a certificate of completion. Course
participants will be required to:

1.

Read assigned texts and submit at least two online discussion posts a week, according to the
weekly deadlines, on the topics that demonstrate understanding of key concepts (20% of
total score).

Complete weekly assignments to practice and apply course information to the creation of
teaching plans, technology tools, and classroom activities (20% of total score).

Create weekly blog posts to record reflections about the course and how the information
can be used in participants’ own classrooms (20% of total score).

Create a capstone technology-enhanced research project or plan in which participants meet
a need in their courses with a new technology tool, use the new technology tool, reflect on
the results, and create a project report (40% of total score: 20% for weekly project tasks
and 20% for the revised final project).

Give constructive feedback on peers’ final project or final plan.

Sample Materials and Resources

Blogger. (2014). Retrieved from http://blogger.com
Delicious. (2014). Retrieved from http://delicious.com
Google Sites. (2014). Retrieved from http://sites.google.com
Hot Potatoes. (2013). Retrieved from https://hotpot.uvic.ca
Padlet. (2014). Retrieved from http://padlet.com

Reinders, H. (2010). Twenty ideas for using mobile phones in the language classroom.
English Teaching Forum, 48(3), 20-33. Retrieved from
http://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/48_3_4_reinders.pdf

Rubistar (rubric creation tool)

Teaching Effectiveness Program (2011). Using technology in teaching large classes.
University of Oregon. Retrieved from
http://tep.uoregon.edu/resources/largeclasses/usingtechnology.html

US Department of State. (2012). Trace effects. Retrieved from http://traceeffects.state.gov/

Yassaei, S. (2012). Using original video and sound effects to teach English. English Teaching
Forum, 50(1). Retrieved from
http://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/50_1_4_yassaei.pdf
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